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OUR VISION
“USING THE POWER OF
SPORT TO END VIOLENCE,
DISCRIMINATION AND
DISADVANTAGE. PROVING
THAT SPORT CAN CHANGE
THE WORLD.”

It is almost 20 years since I made my first visit to a Laureus Sport for Good
programme. I remember it as vividly as if it were yesterday.
It was in the Mathare Valley in Nairobi. There was open sewage, garbage
everywhere and people were living in tiny shacks. I watched children playing
soccer with inflated condoms wrapped in plastic bags. Coming from the
Western world, it was difficult to take. I thought I’d seen everything, but this
shocked my senses. Truthfully, I can say, the poverty I saw there gave me a
purpose in life.
This was Laureus in year one. The power of sport in action, sport on the front line.
We did great things, but we were a little scatter gun in our approach. Now we are
in the middle of significant changes, which I believe are going to keep Laureus
Sport for Good at the forefront of the Sport for Development movement.
In 2016 we made a watershed decision to focus our strategy on aligning our
work with the United Nations’ recently adopted Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), which set out our collective aspirations for where we want to
be as a global community in the year 2030 as well as outlining our roles and
responsibilities in getting there.
Laureus Sport for Good is targeting six Social Focus Areas mapping to the SDGs,
and these are now the pillars of our mission: Health, Education, Women & Girls,
Employability, Inclusive Society and Peaceful Society. All our programmes will
work towards achieving progress in these areas through the use of sport.
We have been advocating this for years, and at last our message seems to be
getting through. In October 2018, at the World Investment Forum, the UnderSecretary-General of the United Nations, Michael Møller, emphasised the UN’s
belief in the power of sport: “With its universal reach and appeal, sport is an
important enabler of sustainable development and a key tool to reach the [SDG]
Goals by 2030.”
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I can’t say it better than that. Mr Møller was effectively echoing Nelson Mandela’s
famous words from the inaugural Laureus World Sports Awards in 2000: “Sport
has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power
to unite people.”
I believe President Mandela would be delighted with what we have achieved and
be even more pleased with the direction that we are now taking. As always, the
biggest beneficiaries will be thousands of young people around the world.
As Chairman and on behalf of my colleagues, I would like to thank all our funders
and supporters - especially Richemont and Daimler, who have been incredible
partners of this organisation since our inception and continue to be today.
This year, for the first time, I am particularly happy that we can share our first
ever annual review of impact data, which will give us the means to zoom in on
how we are doing. It makes for fascinating reading.
Very best wishes,

FOREWORD
Edwin Moses, Chairman of Laureus Sport for Good
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FROM EDWIN MOSES
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OUR
GLOBAL
FOOTPRINT

In 2018, Laureus
Sport for Good
supported nearly
300,000 children
and young people
in over 40 countries

The Laureus Sport for Good movement is made up of eight National
Foundations each focused on its own regional area, and a Global
Foundation which operates in the rest of the world.
In a first for the organisation, we have compiled impact data across all
of the programmes supported by the Global Foundation in a way which
shows their combined contribution towards the United Nation’s Sustainable
Development Goals.
We are excited to be driving forward the evidence for how sports-based
interventions are achieving social transformation. And of course, behind
each statistic is a child or young person whose life situation is being
transformed through sport.

GLOBAL FOUNDATION PROGRAMMES

• Colegio Madre Teresa
• El Desafío Fundación
• Colegio Madre Teresa
• Granja Andar
• Mostrando Caminos
• Fundación Cuba
• Fundación Temas
• Club Estudiantes Ferroviario Mitre

SWITZERLAND

• Blindspot
• Reitstall Isliker /
Sportamt Winterthur
• Infoklick
• Girls in Sport

ITALY
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• Artedanza
• BFM
• Budosan
• Futura
• Garegnano
• Lombardini-Torricelli
• Milano Baseball 1946
• Propatria
• Santa Cecilia
• Spartacus

•M
 ilano Basket Stars
•E
 squilino Basket
•B
 lock Basketball
•A
 SD Athlon
•O
 stia Surf
•C
 alcio Sociale
•N
 o Limits
•F
 utsal Flegrea
•R
 istori Sport
•V
 ivi Basket
• Kouros

GERMANY & AUSTRIA

• Aufsteigen!
• COOLE PÄNZ
• HIGH FIVE
• KICK im Boxring
• kick mit
• KICK on Ice
• KICKFORMORE
• Kicking Girls
• Kinder mit Pferden stark machen
• Körbe für Köln
• Mit Pferden stark machen
• move&do
• Schneetiger
• SportFreunde
• Unite People
• Wiffzack

CYPRUS

ISRAEL & PALESTINE

MYANMAR

AUSTRALIA

ETHIOPIA

JAMAICA

NIGERIA

• Skateistan

NATIONAL FOUNDATION PROGRAMMES
ARGENTINA

AFGHANISTAN

• wirmachenwelle
• #sportforhope

USA

• America Scores Chicago
• America Scores Los Angeles
• America Scores New York
• Atlanta Track Club
• Atlanta Youth Tennis and
Education Foundation
• Bearings Bike Shop
• Beyond the Ball
• Bicycle Coalition Youth Cycling
• Camp Southern Ground
• Catalyst Group
• Chattahoochee Foundation
• Chicago Run
• Chicago Training Center
• Dancing Grounds
• Dibia DREAM
• Elevate New Orleans
• Excite All Stars
• Field of Dreams Academy
• Figure Skating in Harlem
• FirstWorks Soccer
• Girls in the Game
• Girls on the Run Atlanta
• Girls on the Run New Orleans
• Groove with Me

• Harlem Lacrosse
• Harold Hunter Foundation
• I Challenge Myself
• Kids Gym USA
• L.E.A.D.
• LOOP NOLA
• Lost Boyz Inc
• New Heights Youth, Inc
• Philly Girls in Motion
• Playworks
• Power Play NYC
• Project Peaceful Warriors
• Reaching for the Stars
• Row New York
• Soccer in the Streets
• South Bronx United, Inc
• Starfinder Foundation
• Teach A Child to Fish
• The First Tee of Atlanta
• Up2Us Sports
• Woodcraft Rangers
• World Fit for Kids
• Y.O.G.A 504 Youth
• Youth Mentoring Connection
• Youth Run NOLA

NETHERLANDS

• Alleen jij bepaalt wie je bent

SOUTH AFRICA

• AMANDLA EduFootball
• Buffalo City Soccer School
• Boxgirls South Africa
• CoolPlay Trust
• Children of the Dawn
• Diepsloot Mountain Bike Academy
• Egolisquash
• Fight with Insight
• Grassroot Soccer
• Grassroot Hope in South Africa
• Great Commission United
• Indigo Youth Movement
• Healthnutz
• Hlawula Vutomi
• Johannesburg Cubs
• Liv Village
• Living Legends
• New loveLife Trust
• PeacePlayers International
• PoloAfrica
• Soweto Canoe and
Recreation Club
• United Through Sport
• Waves for Change
• Youth Empowerment United
Through Sport
• Zip Zap Circus

• Cathy Freeman Foundation
• Football United

BALI

• Bali Sports Foundation

BRAZIL

• Instituto Reacao
• Projeto Grael
• Fundacao Gol De Letra
• Fight for Peace

BURKINA FASO
• Tackle Africa

• PeacePlayers International

• Cheshire Foundation Action
for Inclusion

FRANCE

• Play International
• Sport dans la Ville

GERMANY
• Skateistan

GRENADA

• Jason Roberts Foundation

INDIA

• Special Olympics International
• Hong Kong Rugby Union
Community Foundation
• Inspiring HK Sports Foundation

• Indiability Foundation / SKSN
Institute
• Slum Soccer
• Naz Foundation
• YUWA
• OSCAR
• Shaishav
• Sebastian Indian Social Projects
• Wash United

COLOMBIA

ISRAEL

CAMBODIA
• Skateistan

CHINA

• Fundación Colombianitos
• NPC Colombia

• Peres Center for Peace

• PeacePlayers International

• DeafKidz International

KENYA

• Moving the Goalposts
• MYSA
• Boxgirls
• Africa Yoga Project

LESOTHO
• Kick4Life

MALAWI

• Concern Worldwide

MEXICO

• TRASO
• Alianza Para La Integracion
Comunitaria, Utopia A.C.
• Yo Quiero Yo Puedo
• INSADE
• Asociación Mexicana para las
Naciones Unidas de Jóvenes
• Proyecto Cantera Juntos Por
Mexico A.C.

MOZAMBIQUE

• Football United

TAIWAN

• Chinese Christian Relief
Association

• Special Olympics International
• Grassroot Soccer

THAILAND

RUSSIA

UGANDA

• Special Olympics International

RWANDA

• NPC Rwanda

SOUTH AFRICA

• Skateistan
• PeacePlayers International
• Diepsloot Mountain
Bike Academy
• Waves For Change

SRI LANKA

• Spirit of Soccer
• Foundation of
Goodness/Seenigama

SWEDEN

• Idrott utan gränser
• Futebol dá força
• Vimmerby IF

• Right to Play

• COBAP
• Real Medicine Foundation
• MIFUMI

UK

• Fight for Peace
• Track Academy
• The Wave Project
• Street League
• School of Hard Knocks
• The Change Foundation
• Carney's Community
• University of Nottingham
• Magic Bus
• Active Communities Network
• Sport 4 Life UK
• Luton Town Football Club
• PeacePlayers International
• The Running Charity

VIETNAM

• Pass It Back

• FUTECO
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67,088

23,313

Showed improved
attendance, engagement,
and/or retention in
education

GROUNDBREAKING
IMPACT MEASUREMENT
This review focuses on the
programmes grant managed
by Global Foundation, which
supported 81 programmes in 34
countries, with nearly 175,000
children and young people
supported by our programme
partners in 2018.
All of the work we do with our
partners falls within one or more of
our six Social Focus Areas, which
are aligned with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals.
As well as working closely
with each partner to help to

measure and evaluate impact
on a programme by programme
basis, we have also identified
key performance indicators
(KPI’s) which show the combined
progress which we and our
partners are making in each
Social Focus Area. Some KPI’s
show progress in one specific
Social Focus Area, but other
KPI’s are so fundamental that
they measure progress towards
several Social Focus Areas.
This diagram shows how we
have made progress in each
of these areas in 2018.

Young People had
employability training or
gained employment

44,603
Became less
socially isolated

10,788
Accessed opportunities
for coaching, work
experience or internships

129,792
Have confidence,
emotional balance and
resilience in the face of
difficulties

137,294

174,536

Gained relevant
life, social and/or
vocational skills

Had access to
a safe and
inclusive space

90,489
From vulnerable and
marginalised groups
enjoyed positive
and constructive
relationships with
others

Our Social Focus Areas:

HEALTH
Enhancing mental well-being and
encouraging healthy behaviour change

EDUCATION
Increased access to and completion
of education

INCLUSIVE
SOCIETY

WOMEN
& GIRLS

Creating communities which
embrace ethnic, cultural and
physical differences

Promoting equality, empowerment
and safety

PEACEFUL
SOCIETY

EMPLOYABILITY
Developing skills and creating pathways
to employment

6

Resolving conflict, promoting
community peace-building and
creating safe spaces

63,329

43,195

From diverse
groups were more
physically active

From vulnerable and
marginalised groups
reported improved
cultural awareness

67,682
40,095
Accepted and
respected diversity of
opinions and values
in their community

8,054
From vulnerable
and marginalised
groups reported
increased trust with
people from different
backgrounds

Recognise women
and girls’ rights
to a life free from
violence
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LEADING AND
STRENGTHENING
THE SPORT FOR
DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY

“Our partnership
with Laureus
has enabled us
not only to help
more kids, but
also invest in
capturing and
demonstrating
our impact to
funders, policy
makers and
influencers.”

We strengthen the SfD sector through impact
measurement, research, summits, and other
knowledge-sharing platforms.

WHAT WE DO

In order to pursue our vision, we use our resources
on the following activities:

1

SUPPORTING
PROGRAMMES

We identify and support Sport for Development
(SfD) programmes around the world with
grants, and strengthen the capacity of the
organisations providing these programmes.
Laureus Sport for Good (LS4G)’s
added value is reflected in
our Funder Plus approach.
We go beyond the delivery
and management of grants
and work together with our
partners, providing them with a
broad offer of capacity building
support. Our due diligence
process helps us and our
partners to identify risks and
areas within their organisation
where further support is needed.
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We then help develop the organisation in
these areas as well as funding the programme.
The aim is to strengthen the capacity of our
partners, enabling them to improve the quality
and sustainability of their work, resulting
in better SfD programmes and, ultimately,
stronger and deeper impact for programme
participants, their families and communities.

The Sport for Development (SfD)
programmes: enhance the social and
emotional development of children
and young people in disadvantaged
communities, reduce the impact of
violence, conflict and discrimination in
their lives, inspire healthy behaviour
change and increase their educational
achievements and employability skills.

We believe a team is as strong as its members;
we believe that the SfD sector and its impact
is made stronger through the aggregated
collective efforts of all those organisations
working in it. There is a wealth of knowledge
and learning gained by organisations through
years of trying new things, failing, trying again
and succeeding. Sharing this knowledge and
learning can dramatically accelerate the efforts
and impact of individual organisations and the
Sport for Development community as a whole.
We commission research and evaluation to
evidence the power of sport, to enable social
transformation and to inform our strategic and
programmatic focus.

RESEARCH & MEASURING
Our ongoing research includes academic
reports, independent programmes evaluations
and case studies. In 2018, we have worked
to develop more in-depth research, with the
release of the following publications:
 mpowering Girls and Young Women
E
through Sport for Devlopment (Alison
Carney and Dr Megan Chawansky):
examined how female coaches and
leadership impact on the participation
and empowerment of girls and young
women, using a sample of 6 Laureus Sport
for Good funded programmes: Active
Communities Network, Box Girls, Dancing
Grounds, Elevate, Moving the Goalposts
and Slum Soccer.

Kevin McPherson
Director Active
Communities Network

 hysical Education, Afterschool Physical
P
Activity and Youth Health: VPOP Mexico City
(Virtual Population for Obesity Prevention):
Global Obesity Prevention Centre (GOPC) at
John Hopkins University: John Hopkins have
created a virtual model of Mexico City through
which to test interventions – this research
aimed to better understand and quantify
the potential impact of introducing and
augmenting physical education (PE) classes in
Mexico City.
 port for Development: The Road to
S
Evidence (Adelphi Research Centre):
Undertaken in collaboration with the
Commonwealth Secretariat and Sportanddev.
org, this research compares the impact of SfD
and non-SfD youth development interventions
to better understand the evidence base
created by them.

Model
City London Scoping Research: Model
City London is being delivered in partnership
with the Greater London Authority (GLA) and
Nike. In March 2018, we developed a Data
Tool to help support the decision making
process for identifying and agreeing the
locations in which to focus the Model City
initiative. The Tool brought together different
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Laureus Academy Member
Fabian Cancellara and
Ambassador Bryan Habana
are passionate supporters
of Laureus Sport for Good

sources of data from different aspects of
social integration: Deprivation measures,
crime statistics, population characteristics,
cohesion/trust measures from survey data,
and sport and wellbeing data.

LAUREUS LEARNING
COMMUNITIES
Laureus Learning Communities bring people
from different organisations across the world
together to work around a common purpose:
to share knowledge and cultivate best practices
in creating and evidencing the impact of SfD.
Facilitated by experienced SfD practitioners and
thematic experts, the communities are online
facilitation forums for Laureus’ programme
partners working in similar thematic areas, but
across different geographies.

Laureus Learning Communities provide a
virtual space where partner programme staff
can engage with like-minded professionals to
collaboratively interrogate theories of change,
how evaluations are planned, data is collected,
analysed and shared. This strengthens
participating partner organisations and
provides personal development opportunities
for the individuals engaged.
Laureus hosts six Learning Communities
structured around its six focus areas.

GLOBAL SUMMIT 2018 – PARIS
Our bi-annual Sport for Good Summits bring
together stakeholders from across the Laureus
Sport for Good network, including: partners
from Laureus Sport for Good programmes,
Laureus Academy Members and Ambassadors,
external experts in the field of Sport for
Development, funders, and staff members
from Laureus’ offices.

legends and members of the Laureus Family.
Olympic and Paralympic champions Daley
Thompson, Tanni-Grey Thompson, Fabian
Cancellara, Anna Schaffelhuber, and Andy
Barrow were joined by Rugby World Cupwinning legends Sean Fitzpatrick and
Bryan Habana, cricket legend Steve Waugh,
international football stars Jens Lehmann
and Alex Scott and tennis legend Mansour
Bahrami. These sporting legends offered their
own personal experiences on how sport has
the power to change lives.

INNOVATION FUND
In 2018, Laureus Sport for Good partnered
with The SOL Foundation to launch Sport for
Development’s first ‘Innovation Fund’. The aim
is to identify, develop and fund some of the

more innovative Sport for Development ideas,
which may not garner support from traditional
funders. We are proud of our track record
in identifying and working with several SfD
partners who were very small organisations
when Laureus first began supporting them,
and which have grown and are now working
multi-territory. We hope that working with
The SOL Foundation through the Innovation
Fund will help us to find the next generation of
people passionate about using sport for social
change, with new ideas and prepared to take
the right risks together to achieve it.
The first programmes selected for funding
through the Innovation Fund are in USA,
France, St Lucia and Kenya, and we are looking
forward to reporting what is achieved during
2019, the first year of funding.

“Summits like this
are really helpful.
For me, the
primary benefit
is meeting other
organisations and
listening to the
challenges they
are facing and how
they are solving
them. You can talk
really honestly
peer-to-peer.”
Joe Taylor
Founder & CEO
The Wave Project

130 Laureus-supported programmes from
around the world came together in October
2018 for the Laureus Sport for Good Global
Summit in Paris. Supported by Allianz, the
Summit focused on ways in which sport
can shape a society where people with
different physical and intellectual needs are
fully integrated and where women and girls
participate equally. Programme leaders led
training sessions on methods they used to
make their own communities and programmes
more inclusive and gender equal.
Laureus Academy Chairman
Sean Fitzpatrick leads summit
participants in the haka
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As well as learning and developing as leaders
within the Sport for Development sector,
delegates attending the Summit also had the
chance to build relationships with sporting

11

PHAKAMANI BABA

3

WAVES FOR CHANGE

ADVOCACY AND
INFLUENCING

Nolli Waterman visits School
of Hard Knocks in London

We highlight serious social issues faced by
children and young people and we unlock
greater resources for the sector through effective
evidence-based advocacy and engaging Laureus
Academy Members and Ambassadors (AMAs).
We use evidence based research and data
from across our six Social Focus Areas, which
enables us to have a powerful and respected
voice in the sector. This message is amplified
when our AMAs are able to share our research,
their experiences from visiting our programmes
or attending the Laureus World Sports Awards;
via their networks and social media channels.
Being highly respected in their field means
the Sport for Good message reaches a wider
audience when they advocate on our behalf.

“I felt like I didn’t
belong anywhere,” says
Phakamani Baba, a surf
coach at the Waves for
Change programme in
Cape Town, South Africa.
Growing up, the 24-yearold watched alcoholism,
Phakamani Baba
abuse, and instability
take over his home. After
his brother’s death and his parents’ divorce,
Phakamani’s father passed away.
Suddenly, Phakamani became the
breadwinner in the family, with his mother
and two sisters relying on him. The pressure
of life became too much and he was crushed
by the weight of responsibility, culminating in
him failing in school. When the future looked
bleak, Phakamani found solace at Waves
for Change.
Despite never knowing a stable home on
land, Phakamani has found belonging in the
ever-changing tides. Now a qualified surf
coach at Waves for Change, Phakamani
doesn’t treat his role as a job – it’s his
life purpose.

Laureus Sport for Good
launch in Japan with Special
Olympics Nippon Tokyo

When he mentions the confidence, trust, and
coping skills that surfing has instilled in him,
he’s overwhelmed by the ocean of hope there
is for South Africa’s disadvantaged youth.
“Being a brother was taken away from me,”
he says, “But working here at Waves for
Change has brought it back. While helping
young people, my role also helps me.”

Victoria Pendleton fences with
young people from InspiringHK
Sports Foundation in Hong Kong

Lorena Ochoa visits
Proyecto Cantera in Mexico
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STOKI EVANS
AFRICA YOGA PROJECT
Softly spoken 24-year-old Stoki Evans
was born and raised in Kangemi, one of
Nairobi, Kenya’s informal settlements. Like
many in Kenya’s slum communities, Stoki’s
parents found irregular manual work in the
neighbourhood. Feeding the family every day
was an uphill task. The stresses of everyday
life sometimes made Stoki’s father abusive and
violent towards Stoki and his siblings.
Stoki’s chance to attend school were hampered
as his father could only pay the school fees
irregularly, so Stoki was sent home and instead
hung around with others who had a bad
influence on him. It took only one term for him
to drop out completely and begin to spend
time with others not in school or work.
“I know how to fire a gun, I loved to
walk with it because my friends
had it,” said Stoki. “Besides, it
was my source of livelihood.
At any one given time
I also had 6-surgical
blades hidden in my
hat used to scare
people to surrender
their phones, shoes,
money or anything valuable.”

14

Stoki
Evans

Stoki’s turning point would come after 2007
post-election violence in Kenya, when a
friend introduced him to the Africa YOGA
Project (AYP).
Stoki’s friend was accepted for a 200hour AYP teacher training programme,
which motivated him to do the same.
His application was successful, he went
through the training and later established
his own outreach classes. As Stoki started
participating in yoga, he started distancing
himself from the criminal groups and got rid
of his weapons.
Since being involved in yoga, Stoki’s
self-esteem has improved
alongside his growing leadership
skills, and he believes he has
been transformed through
yoga. “Teaching yoga in the
community has really
inspired me,’ says
Stoki. “I have been
able to connect
with people, it
has built my
confidence, and it has given me an
opportunity to inspire others.”
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TRANSFORMATIONAL
IMPACT

34,320

15,545

HEALTH

PEACEFUL
SOCIETY

99,635

Girls and Young Women

51,020

22,302

INCLUSIVE
SOCIETY

74,901

EDUCATION

Boys and Young Men

17,452

WOMEN
& GIRLS

174,536 total

“Laureus Sport
for Good has
accompanied
us on a journey
to reflect on our
organisation, and
supporting us in
strengthening and
expressing more
clearly the impact
of our work and
the potential to
do even more. We
feel very honoured
to be part of the
Laureus family!”
Paula Sandoval, General
Manager - Proyecto Cantera
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1 74,536 participants in programmes we
supported in 2018. In each case, that means
a child or young person who regularly
attended a programme and was supported
to overcome difficult social challenges
 7% were girls and young women. That
5
shows our commitment to advancing the
rights of girls and women and empowering
them as champions of their own lives and
leaders in their communities

EMPLOYABILITY
FEMALE

BENEFICIARIES PER
SOCIAL FOCUS AREA
Each programme has at least one Social Focus
Area as its priority area. These figures show
the number of beneficiaries supported in each
primary Social Focus Area, although in reality
most programmes are supporting in multiple
Social Focus Areas.

33,897

Social Focus Area Female Male

Total

Health &
Wellbeing

31,095

3,225

34,320

Education

10,568

11,734

22,302

Women & Girls

15,385

2,067

17,452

Employability

11,844

22,053

33,897

Inclusive Society

24,796

26,224

51,020

Peaceful Society

5,947

9,598

15,545

TOTAL

99,635
(57.1%)

74,901 174,536
(42.9%)

We identify proportions of male/female
beneficiaries in each social focus area as it
helps us to ask important questions which we
hope we can learn from. For example:
 hether boys and young men are
W
more sought after to participate in
employability programmes

MALE

 hether the failure of greater involvement
W
of boys and young men in addressing
gender inequality and violence against
women and girls is jeopardising the
ambition of transforming societal attitudes
on these issues
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BENEFICIARIES
PER SPORT
SURFING

2,515

 ll sports are welcome in the Laureus family.
A
Any sport – if it can hold the attention of a
child or young person over a sustained period
of time – can be used to create social impact.

surfing and cycling, typically are employed
more often when addressing mental health
& wellbeing, and team sports typically when
developing life and social skills.

 e aim to take a truly inclusive approach
W
embracing every gender, ability, ethnicity
and religion equally.

W
 e often see that different sports are being
offered to boys and girls, young men and
young women. This represents a challenge. Our
research shows that one of the best ways to
successfully engage women and girls in Sport
for Development programmes is to change the
way we use sports. We want to pursue truly
inclusive approaches with equal participation
and leadership, modelling a more inclusive
society, which is a better society for everyone.

In our experience, any sport that we have
engaged in can be used to deliver positive
social impact when there is sufficient
understanding locally of the need and method
in how to address it. Whilst it seems any sport
can be used as an agent of change, from
our experience, individualist sports such as

ALL
ETB
K
S
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26
26,7

ATHLETICS

15,828
CRICKET

9,064

FOOTBALL

97,867

DANCE

17,225

SKATEBOARDING

3,072

Y
GB

RU

OUR SOCIAL
FOCUS AREAS

2

51
,
7
2

Sport

Participants

Football

97,867

Other/multi sports

33,296

Rugby

27,512

Basketball

26,726

Dance

17,225

Athletics

15,828

Boxing & Martial Arts

15,466

Cricket

9,064

Netball

8,352

Volleyball

5,517

Skateboarding

3,072

EDUCATION

Swimming

2,550

Increased access to and completion
of education

Surfing

2,515

Cycling

330

The work of Laureus Sport for Good is aligned with
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as we aim to address six key social issues that
are affecting young people across the world:

HEALTH
Enhancing mental well-being and
encouraging healthy behaviour change

WOMEN
& GIRLS
Promoting equality, empowerment
and safety
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EMPLOYABILITY
Developing skills and creating
pathways to employment

INCLUSIVE
SOCIETY
Creating communities which embrace
ethnic, cultural and physical differences

PEACEFUL
SOCIETY
Resolving conflict, promoting community
peace-building and creating safe spaces

19

ELIMINATING GENDER DISPARITIES IN EDUCATION
From 2000 to 2015, great strides
were taken to get more kids into
schools, including addressing some
of the extreme gender disparities
existing in the past century. But the
fact remains that if you are born a
girl in certain parts of the world, you

are much less likely to complete
an education.
We are committed to eliminating gender
disparities in education. In 2018, our
support helped 45,646 girls to improve
their attendance, engagement and/or
retention in education.

EDUCATION

HEALTH
FEMALE

IMPROVING
HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

MALE

We will contribute to the prevention and
treatment of Mental Health issues amongst
Children and Young People, including improving
resilience and reducing stigma amongst Children
and Young People seeking help
confidence, emotional balance and
129,792 Have
are resilient in the face of difficulties

174,536

Had access to a safe and
inclusive space
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44,603
Became less
socially isolated

137,294

Gained relevant life, social
and/or vocational skills

There is a growing body of
evidence to show the benefit that
regular physical exercise naturally
has on physical and mental health.
These developments are crucial
to reducing stigma and building
resilience in the face of difficulties.
Across our partners working
in this field, sport is used to
draw together young people
who would not attend a formal
briefing or a more conventional
educational setting, to create
a forum where key messages
can be delivered and reinforced
through the platform of trust
built up between participants,
coaches/mentors and teammates. In 2018, 44,603 children
and young people reported
that they felt less socially
isolated and 129,792 children
and young people in our partner
programmes were found to
have developed confidence,
emotional balance and resilience
in the face of difficulties.

FEMALE

MALE

We will contribute
to ensuring that
disenfranchised
and vulnerable
girls, boys,
young women
and young men
attend, positively
engage with and
complete education

174,536

Had access to a safe and
inclusive space

67,088

Showed improved
attendance,
engagement and/or
retention in education

IMPROVING ATTENDANCE AND
ENGAGEMENT IN EDUCATION
Many studies show that welldelivered sport in an educational
context will improve learning
outcomes, including attendance
and increased engagement. Sport
can be used as a hook to pull in
those who are disenfranchised from
mainstream education approaches,

and who are either unable or
unwilling to engage with more formal
education systems.
In 2018, programmes we supported
helped more than 67,088 children
attend and positively engage with
their schools.
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EMPLOYABILITY
FEMALE

MALE

We will contribute to an increase in the number of
Children and Young People being provided with the
relevant soft and technical skills required to access
employment opportunities
We will contribute to an increase in the number of
Children and Young People in training and employment

WOMEN
& GIRLS
FEMALE

67,682

MALE

We will contribute to women
and girls’ equal participation
and leadership
We will contribute to ending
violence against women and girls

99,635
Girls had access
to a safe and
inclusive space

67,675

Girls gained relevant
life, social and/or
vocational skills

Recognised
women and
girls’ rights
to a life
free from
violence*

ENDING
VIOLENCE
AGAINST
WOMEN AND
GIRLS
Violence against women
and girls is now formally
recognised as a human
rights violation, and in
many public spaces,
including areas where
sports are played, women
and girls are vulnerable.
Our partners provided
safe and inclusive spaces
for 99,635 girls and young
women in 2018. Through
20 programmes we
supported in 2018, 53,785
girls and young women
and 13,897 boys and
young men now recognise
the right for women and
girls to live lives free from
violence and abuse.

We will contribute to an increase
in the number of Children
and Young People who have
access to work experience and
internships/mentorships

10,788
137,294

Gained relevant life, social
and/or vocational skills

23,313
Received employability
training or employment

Accessed
opportunities for
coaching, work
experience or
internships

174,536

Had access to a safe
and inclusive space

LIFE SKILLS
THROUGH SPORT
Well-conceived and carefully
implemented Sport for
Development programmes can
teach young and vulnerable
people a range of skills, including
leadership, organisational skills,
communication and teamwork. All
of these skills are transferable to the
workplace. In 2018, 137,294 children
and young people developed their
life, social and vocational skills.
In addition to these more general
skills derived through Sport
for Development participation,
essential skills such as writing a
curriculum vitae, searching for
a job, presenting an application
and performing well in job
interviews, are all additional skills
helping young people to get a
foot in the door. Those who have
learned both the life skills and the
specific job application related
skills will be in a better position
to find work and to contribute
effectively to the economy.
For those not in employment,
education or training, including
those who have been in this
situation for a long period of
time, a lack of self-belief or low
self-esteem and hopelessness
can become a barrier to positive
engagement with opportunities.
Playing sport in a supportive
context, where successes are
celebrated is well proven to
increase self-confidence and
restore hope.

*(ref. UN declaration on the elimination of violence against women)

WOMEN AND GIRLS’ PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP
We are delighted that 57% of the participants in
programmes supported by Laureus Sport for Good
are girls and young women. However, we recognise
that gender equality is not only about getting
equal numbers of boys and girls, young women and
young men present in the programmes we support.
They must also benefit from equal opportunities
within the programmes. At times, cultural and
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institutional rooted gender inequality, stereotypes
and discriminating practices, mean that girls
and young women may find it more difficult to
participate in programmes on equal terms. In
2018, 67,675 girls and young women received
this type of training and skills development
via 46 programmes supported by Laureus
Sport for Good.

23

PEACEFUL
SOCIETY

FEMALE

We will contribute to significantly reducing all forms
of violence and related death rates everywhere, by
supporting changes in behaviour of vulnerable and
marginalised Children and Young People who are at risk
of committing violent crime

INCLUSIVE
SOCIETY

We will contribute to the social,
economic and political inclusion of
all; irrespective of age, sex, disability,
race, ethnicity, origin, religion,
economic or other status
FEMALE

MALE

We will contribute to promoting
a culture of peace and nonviolence in communities which
are, or have been, subject to
conflict or violence

90,489

43,195

From vulnerable and
marginalised groups
enjoyed positive
and constructive
relationships with others

From vulnerable and
marginalised group
reported improved
cultural awareness

MALE

129,792
Showed confidence, emotional balance and resilience in the face of difficulties

174,536
Had access
to a safe and
inclusive space

8,054
63,329

137,294

From diverse groups are
more physically active

Gained relevant life, social
and/or vocational skills

129,792

Have confidence, emotional balance
and are resilient in the face of difficulties

CREATING COMMUNITIES WHICH EMBRACE ETHNIC,
CULTURAL AND PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES
Those living on the fringes of society
have normally not chosen to be
there. The mechanisms for keeping
them there are strong and ingrained
in society, such as discrimination,
exclusion and marginalisation.
Sport can help disparate groups
come together. When programmes
are carefully established to build
commonality, rather than emphasise
difference, they can be used to build
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a bridge between demographics
which do not normally engage with
each other. Positive interaction
and engagement promote respect
and understanding between
communities which are divided
along ethnic, religious or other
lines. In 2018, our programme
partners brought 174,536 children
and young people into safe and
inclusive spaces.

When wishing to break down barriers,
sport can be used to challenge the
stereotypes and prejudices that sustain
them. These are the types of things
we see in programmes that work to
address all sorts of exclusion, whether
it is changing people and communities’
perceptions of children living with
disabilities in Thailand, Jamaica or
Ethiopia, or supporting ex-offenders to
find their way into jobs in the UK.

From vulnerable and
marginalised groups
reported increased
trust with people from
different backgrounds

RESOLVING CONFLICT
Sport is a natural and effective medium
through which to teach self-discipline, selfcontrol, respect and cultural understanding.
Decreasing violent and criminal behaviour
benefits individuals and communities alike.
The aspiration to contribute to reducing
all forms of violence is closely connected
with many of the other Social Focus Area’s
we pursue, including in particular Inclusive
Society, Employability and Health. In 2018,
more than 90,489 children and young people
who participated in programmes supported
by Laureus Sport for Good enjoyed positive
and constructive relationships with others,
and more than 43,195 reported having
improved their cultural awareness.

40,095
Accepted and
respected diversity of
opinions and values in
their community

PROMOTING COMMUNITY
PEACE-BUILDING
We aspire to promote a culture of peace and
non-violence in communities that are or have
been subject to conflict or violence. This historical
dimension adds an additional layer of complexity
on top of violence. In this area, we need to look into
deeper elements of historical diversity, competing
values and mistrust which are deeply ingrained in the
fabrics of society.
In 2018, 40,095 children and young people reported
having improved their acceptance and respect of
people with different opinions and values in their
community. And as an even deeper impact, 8,054
children and young people from vulnerable and
marginalised groups reported increased trust with
people from different backgrounds.
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“SPORT HAS GIVEN ME SO MUCH IN MY
LIFE. THE LESSONS I’VE LEARNT ON
OCEANS AROUND THE WORLD HAVE
TAUGHT ME SO MANY LIFE LESSONS
WHICH CAN BE USEFUL BOTH ON AND
OFF THE WATER”
Laureus Ambassador Ben Ainslie visiting The Wave Project
who use surf therapy with their participants

KONIKA KUMARI
YUWA
16-year-old Konika Kumari grew up in the rural
village community of Hutup in Jharkhand, India.
She was one of the 50% of girls not in school,
in a region where 60% of girls become child
brides and female literacy rates are only 45%.
Konika’s story is an example of how sport
can change the lives and alter the prospects
of young girls in deprived areas. The hook is
football, played by 450 girls in the programme,
but Yuwa also offers education from
highly qualified teachers for 95 young
girls, empowering them to choose
their own futures. They learn to
speak English fluently, build selfconfidence and self-worth and
start to change perceptions of
what a girl from a rural village in
India is capable of achieving.
Yuwa has been transformational for
Konika, she has been inspired
by sport and has travelled
the world playing
football. Thanks
to the life skills
she has

learnt through football, and her education at
the Yuwa school, Konika has hopes, dreams
and aspirations. She is now aiming to become a
flight attendant, a sought-after role for girls in
her conservative and insular village community.
Konika is proud of her role as a coach at
Yuwa. “It’s changed me,” she said. “Before I
wasn’t able to talk to a lot of people, I used
to be quiet. Since I started coaching if there’s
something wrong and they are fighting with
each other, then I make them understand that
if you fight then unity will not be there. If you
really want to do something then you have to
be in unity.”

Konika
Kumari
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NIAMH

picketing outside her school to try and stop
their Catholic neighbours from attending.

PEACEPLAYERS
INTERNATIONAL

“Looking back at how I felt over that period
of time, hundreds of emotions flooded
back,” says Niamh. “I remember feeling fear,
sadness, anger, hatred, pressure. It was
actually quite overwhelming.”

“When walking to
school in 2001, I mainly
remember feeling a
Niamh
huge sense of shame. I
constantly walked with my
head down and felt that I had done something
terrible,” says Niamh, a coach at PeacePlayers
International in Belfast.

WHERE DID
OUR INCOME
COME FROM?

PeacePlayers focuses its work in the most
challenging and hard to reach communities,
using sports such as basketball to engage with
disadvantaged youth. Niamh recalls walking to
school as a five-year-old, her mother holding
her hand extra tightly, before her mum put her
arm around her shoulders. She recalls looking
up as she approached her school to see a wall
of armed police, wearing dark uniforms and
holding large glass riot shields.
Because of demographic shifts, Niamh’s
Catholic school ended up in the middle of a
Protestant area. The Protestant residents were

PeacePlayers started working in Ardoyne two
years later, initiating a twinning programme
between Niamh’s school, Holy Cross Girls,
and the neighbouring Protestant Primary
School Wheatfield. Today the schools are still
50 yards apart, however the twinning has
progressed to the point that PeacePlayers
sessions now take place in the schools on an
alternating basis with kids from one school
hosting the kids from the other school on a
weekly basis.
As a result of her traumatic early school
experience, Niamh was disengaged in her
education and wasn’t motivated enough
to complete any school work. She failed to
complete her 11+, but with the help of her
school councillor, teachers and PeacePlayers,
Niamh went on to complete her GCSEs,
A-Levels and she now has a university degree.

Laureus Sport for Good has a diverse portfolio
of funding sources, ranging from corporate
partners to institutional grants, and from
fundraising events to individual donors. We
believe that a balanced and diverse range
of funding is important to our long-term
sustainability and security. We are particularly
grateful to our Global Partners, MercedesBenz, IWC Schaffhausen and MUFG, for
their extremely valuable contribution, which
underpins our platform and allows us to bring
other partners on board and multiply the work
which we can do.

Global Partners

Fundraising Events

 ther Corporate
O
donations

Other

Institutional Funding

28

We believe in building partnerships that see
different cross-sector funders come together
to support programmes both with their shortterm needs and their long-term ambitions in
mind, allowing us to not only generate lifechanging experiences and lasting impact in the
lives of hundreds of thousands of children and
young people across the world, but to enable
them to take control of their own futures and
shape their local communities.
Copies of our annual accounts can be found on
the Laureus Sport for Good website.

29

MODEL CITY
A PIONEERING NEW APPROACH
Laureus Sport for Good has been leading the
charge in creating collective impact through
sport in major cities. Already working in New
Orleans, Atlanta and London, we’ve called this
approach ‘Model City’.

health services, youth services, corporates,
sports clubs and education providers.

At the heart of this is the idea that when
you bring organisations together and work
towards common goals, the results are greater
than the sum of their parts. Organisations
learn from each other, build scale and reach,
whilst identifying long term solutions. Impacts
are heightened and more communities are
benefiting from the power of sport to
create change.
The key to Model City is for locally based
organisations – who know their communities
best – to identify the issues that need addressing
and to drive and own the strategy. This
involves a research phase, including community
engagement workshops attended by a wide
variety of organisations such as NGO’s, mental

1
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The research phase identifies the social issue
that Model City will work to address. The next
step is a Strategise phase, which focuses on
the creation of local coalitions. This is the
critical success factor behind our Model City
approach, empowering local organisations and
leaders to make change, with Laureus Sport for
Good providing the support and structure to
facilitate the change. Through the coalition, the
real work then commences with the Invest and
Demonstrate phase, when we provide grants to
locally based organisations so that sport can be
used in a targeted way. This will be measured
against an agreed outcomes framework so that
we are able to evidence the impact Model City
will have in each individual area.
We intend to launch Model City Programmes
in Paris, Hong Kong and Delhi between now
and 2020.

RESEARCH

INVEST & DEMONSTRATE

Learning more about the
community and assessing
the local landscape.

Proving the positive impact of our
investments and coalition of
key stakeholders.
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STRATEGISE

TRANSITION

Community identifies critical issues,
and develops a shared strategy to
address them through sport.

Create sustainable
local backbone to scale
back Laureus’ role.
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